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Biogas Regions

A project under the Intelligent Energy for
Europe Programme

| Intelligent Energy | :: | Europe

of this document lies with the authors.lIt

BIOGAS REGIONS does not represent the opinion of the

European Communities.The European

Commission is not responsible for any
use that may be made of the

( A The sole responsibility for the content

mformation contaimed therenn.
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German partner based
In a town between
Stuttgart and
Nuremburg

*Regional Energy
Agency for Styria, SE
Austria

3 Iultunlt ﬁrr_llplp_lm?%_.
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/ Promoting Partners

Rhone Alp, France
(Project co-ordinators)
*\Walloon Region of Belgium
Malpolska Region of Poland (S)
«Castille Leon Region of Spain (NW)
*Abruzzo Region of ltaly (Central-E)
*\Whole of Slovenia

*SWEA Region of UK
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SWEA

*\Working for sustainable
energy and affordable warmth
In the South West and Wales.

«10+ years old

40+ staff in Mitcheldean and
Swindon

4 in Builth Wells (RWAS)

*One of a network of SAVE
agencies across the EU
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Biogas Regions Act|V|ty In UK

«Strong Links
with Centre of
Excellence In
Wales

*\Working with Royal Agricultural College In
England

*Advisory Group drawn with wide expertise
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Planning Identified as a Key
Barrier

*Encouraging
developers to adopt
good practice
*Providing impartial
iInformation to planners
and members
*Assisting with
iIndividual schemes




Promoting Biogas

*Taking opportunities like
this and that provided by
South West Rural Update

*Tagging onto multi-
technology events and
training

*Offering be-spoke training
to local authorities

INF45 RSE-EURDPE

Plaass rstum to-
Enseqy 21, Gsnirs for Akemative Technology, Machynilsth, Powys, Wales, SY20 9A7.
Cheques should be mads payabls to ‘CAT Charity Lid",
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The Regional Strategy and Action Plan

The last newsletter concentrated upon the Strategy documant
and invited comments on the draft version by the end of Sap-
tember. The Advisory Group met on the &th Octaber and con-
sidered the one set of comments that had been received and
agresd to act upon them. The adopted wersion of the Re-
gional Stratzgy is now available on the SWEA web site but, at
the suggestion of the Advisory Group, there is a note that in-
vites comments at ary time on any aspect of the Stratagy. Itis
recognisad that the scene is changing so quickly that there
must be flexibility built into the way we approach the prome-
tion of biogas technology and practice.

Cur First "Success Story”

The Biogas Regions project has been lending support to the
Jones family in their efforts to sscure planning permission for
an Anaercbic Digestion plant at their farm dose to Talgarth on
the edge of (but within) the Brecon Beacons Mational Park

The application was first submitted in Novemnber 2007, coin-
ciding almost exactly with the kicking-off of the Bicgas Re-

BIOGAS REGIONS
ENGLAND AND WALES
NEWSLETTER No 3
AUTUMN 2008

The zite qf the propased digester at Groar Porthamel Farm

gions project but it wasn’t until March that we leamnt about
each other.

EBiogas Regions was able to offer impartial advice to both the

ENERGY AGENCY

applicants and the planning officers and facilitated a meeting
between the two parties at a eritical point in the negotiations.

The primary feedstock for the proposed plant is gut conterts
from a large abattoir near Marthyr Tydfil and this material has
b=en coming to the farm for several years almady, Current
practice has been to undertake some rudimentary aerobic
composting and then land-spreading. There can be no deny-
ing that there have been significant “adour-issuss” at the
times of the spreading. The AD plant will largely remowve this
issue but persuading the local community of this was under-
standably difficult. SWEA was able to use the experience and
knowledge gained from the training and site visits in Austria
and Germany in order to provide planning officers with infor-
mation about this and otherissuss.

Condi al planni ission for the develop was
granted on the 30th September.

Supporting Other Proposals

The word is certainly getting around that assistance is avail-
able from SWEA/Bicgas Regions in supporting potential AD
proposals. Referrals have come from a variety of sources—
twe have come through Advisory Group members, one from a
pressntation at a conferemee and two from the SWEA web
site. Keep them coming!

It would clearly not be appropriate that details appear in the
newsletter until projects enter the public realm jonce a fan-
ning application has been submitted) but there are 5 propos-
als that have mceived assistance—3 in Wales and 2 in Eng-
landl. It is hoped that by providing input right from the very
start of the process, some of the issues that caused delay for
the Graat Porthamel scheme can be avoided.

For proposals in Wales, SWEA has the huge advantage of be-
ing able to call upon the expertise of the Wales Centre of Ex-
cellence for AD at the University of Glamargan.

Biogas Regions Newsletter

The Bicgas Regions newsletter is available asa download fram
the project web site: wenw.biogasregions.org

The first issuz includes a short description of the current situa-
tion in each of the promoting and experienced partners re-
gions and so makss interesting reading. Az a reminder | our
partnars are from Belgium, France, Germany, Austria, Poland,
Slowenia, Italy and Spain.

SevernWye

E-Newsletters

If you are not on
my distribution
list already then
just let me know.




: S :lr
| e |
SevernWye
ENERGY AGENCY

March/April 2009

Probably to Vienna
region of Austria
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We are here to help!

especially if you are in Powys, Monmouthshire,
Gloucestershire or Wiltshire

Andy Bull \

SWEA Email: andy@swea.co.uk
Wales Office \

Entrance A Tel: 01982 551006

Royal Welsh Showground

Builth Wells

o BIOGAS REGIONS

PocAS RS

(or various regions of Belgium, France, Italy, Spain, Slovenia and Poland)



